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Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

L.  RICH,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.O.G.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

P.  KIRKHAM,  M.S.I.A. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Congleton 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1954. 

Once  again  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  estimated 
population,  this  time  amounting  to  120.  The  number  of  births 
has  remained  stationary,  but  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths.  All  this  means  is  that  more  and  more  people 
have  been  moving  into  our  Rural  District  in  the  past  few  years 
than  can  be  accounted  for  by  natural  increase  alone,  and  this 
certainly  reflects  on  the  growing  prosperity  of  the  area. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  and, 
whereas  the  number  of  Measles  cases  has  remained  stationary,  I 
am  pleased  to  report  a reduction  in  the  extent  of  Whooping 
Cough. 

Once  again  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I have  to  report  that,  with 
nearly  200  births,  there  has  been  no  single  instance  of  maternal 
death.  This  reflects  great  credit  on  all  concerned,  namely.  General 
Practitioners  and  Nurses  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  and 
the  Staffs  in  our  hospitals. 

The  Council’s  Housing  programme,  which  is  the  most 
important  Public  Health  problem  we  have  to  tackle,  has  continued 
to  make  steady  progress  during  the  year  and  the  problem  of  over- 
crowding has  been  to  a large  extent  dealt  with.  The  new  problem 
of  unfit  houses  remains  to  be  tackled  and  if  the  same  vigour  and 
foresight  is  applied  to  this  it  is  possible  that  in  5 to  10  years  the 
unfit  house  will  be  a rarity  in  our  Rural  District. 

I wish  to  thank  your  Clerk,  his  deputy  and  the  members  of  his 
staff  for  their  ever  ready  help  and  guidance  in  the  performance  of 
my  duties.  I should  like  to  thank,  too,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
for  his  contribution  to  this  report.  It  is  mainly,  however,  with  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  P.  Kirkham,  M.S.I.A.,  that  I work  most 
closely.  Regularly,,  every  week,  we  tour  the  district  investigating 
the  numerous  problems  which  arise,  and  without  his  help,  his 
knowledge  and  industry,  the  Public  Health  of  this  district  could 


never  be  supervised  in  the  efficient  manner  1 consider  it  is.  1 also 
wish  to  thank  him  for  his  contribution  to  this  report. 

I beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Throughout  this  report  the  figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1953 
and  are  for  purposes  of  comparison. 

STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  populatio  n ... 

13,440 

(13,320) 

Births 

Live  Births — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  179  (183) 

108  (93) 

71  (90) 

Illegitimate  8 (2) 

3 (-) 

5 (2) 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  6 (6) 

2 (4) 

4 (2) 

Illegitimate  — — 

— — 

— — 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  mid  1954  

14.1 

(16.3) 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  of  the  population  

15.2 

(15.5) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

31.1 

(31.4) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  population 
Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

.44 

(.45) 

1,000  total  population 

.36 

(.35) 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  : — 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate  6 (2) 

5 (1) 

1 (1) 

Illegitimate  — — 

— — 

— _ — 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and 

32 

(10.8) 

Wales  

24 

(26.8) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

(10.9) 

births  ...  ...  ...  • . . • • • 

33.5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

(0) 

live  births 

0 

Deaths 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths,  all  ages  281  (256)  152  (129)  129  (127) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.9  (18.2) 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  11.3  (11.4) 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within  the 
District  during  the  year  : — 


Causes 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

6 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

2 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

16 

11 

5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

5 

2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

7 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

20 

16 

4 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Other  heart  diseases 

22 

15 

7 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

6 

2 

4 

Influenza 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  

8 

3 

5 

Bronchitis  

13 

8 

5 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

10 

5 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformation 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ... 

118 

58 

60 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

3 

3 

— 

All  other  accidents  ... 

9 

4 

5 

Suicide 

4 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

281 

152 

129 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 (0) 

Other  maternal  causes  0 (0) 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  0 (0) 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

During  the  year  a new  clinic  was  opened  at  Goostrey  on  a 
trial  basis.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  without  any  doubt  this 
has  been  a great  success  and  it  is  well  appreciated  and  attended 
by  the  mothers  in  the  village.  The  other  clinics  continue  to  do 
good  work.  There  was  some  falling  off  in  attendances,  mainly 
due  to  the  inclement  weather. 

As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate 
statistically  the  value  of  these  clinics.  They  deal  mainly  with 
the  preventive  aspect  of  medicine,  hoping  that  by  proper  advice, 
health  education,  instruction  in  diet,  mothercraft,  and  housecraft, 
disease  will  be  prevented  and  a general  increase  in  health 
standards  achieved.  We  Doctors  and  Nurses  who  have  been 
associated  with  this  work  for  the  past  20  years  or  more  have 
seen  a remarkable  change,  both  in  outlook  and  appearance  on  the 
part  of  mothers  and  children,  and,  whereas  many  factors  have 
contributed  to  this,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  work  of  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  land  has  been  to  a large  extent 
responsible. 


New  Cases 

Total 

Attendances 

2 

O 

C u. 

V 0 
w 
v>  O 

?e  per 
seen 

octor 

Welfare  Centre 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

o.y 

u 

CO 

CO 

U.D 

w.yQ 

u-M  >. 

Goostrey 

29 

— 

— 

64 

63 

40 

8 

68 

8.5 

Holmes  Chapel 

37 

— 

— 

324 

167 

147 

24 

105 

4.3 

44 

— 

— 

458 

167 

105 

24 

194 

8.1 

Mow  Cop 

13 

— 

— 

177 

94 

77 

24 

312 

13 

14 

2 

1 

215 

69 

58 

24 

296 

12.3 

Rode  Heath 

10 

— 

— 

no 

50 

48 

24 

193 

8 

14 

1 

— 

139 

24 

81 

24 

141 

5.9 

Scholar  Green 

19 

— 

— 

280 

127 

116 

24 

273 

11.3 

23 

— 

— 

270 

109 

162 

24 

287 

12 

Figures  in  italics  are  for  1953 


Home  Nursing 

The  District  Nurses  serving  our  area  act  in  double  capacity 
as  Home  Nurses  and  Midwives.  They  are  as  follows  : — 

Name  and  Address  Telephone  No. 

V.  Spencer,  Black  and  White  Cottages,  Astbury.  Congleton  451. 

G.  Magee,  Booth  Bank  Road,  Goostrey.  Holmes  Chapel  3244. 

L.  B.  Blunsum,  19  West  Way,  Holmes  Chapel.  Holmes  Chapel  2226. 

H.  M.  Richardson,  2 Drenfell  Road,  Scholar  Green.  Kidsgrove  466. 

J.  Witter,  5 Elworth  Street,  Sandbach.  Sandbach  256. 


If  at  all  possible,  a confinement  should  take  place  at  home, 
particularly  in  a Rural  District  where  transport  at  such  times  can 
present  a problem.  However,  if  on  Medical  or  social  grounds  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  mother  to  have  her  baby  in  hospital, 
then  provision  is  made  at  West  Park  Hospital,  Macclesfield;  The 
Cliffe  Maternity  Home  Wybunbury,  and  The  Barony  Hospital, 
Nantwich.  Beds  are  also  available  at  The  Haywood  Hospital, 
Burslem,  for  mothers  in  Scholar  Green,  Lawton  and  Rode  Heath. 

Births,  1954  Hospital  Home  Private  N.  Home 

Live  Still  Live  Still  Live  Still 
105  2 80  4 3 i 

It  will  be  noted  that  more  babies  are  born  in  hospital  than 
at  home.  The  Ministry  policy  is  approximately  50%  should  be 
born  in  hospital,  the  remainder  at  home.  With  the  improving 
standards  in  housing,  this  object  should  be  achieved  within  the 
next  few  years. 

Vaccination  and  Inununisation 

If  the  totals  of  Diphtheria  immunisations  are  added  to  the 
ones  for  Combined,  it  amounts  to  some  182,  which  is  approxi- 
mately equal  to  the  number  of  births.  The  high  figures  of  last  year 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  all  the  schools  were  visited 
and  many  children  who  had  not  been  immunised  in  previous  years 
were  dealt  with  then.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  unless  we 
maintain  a very  high  percentage  of  immunisation  against  Diph- 
theria we  are  always  likely  to  have  a recurrence  of  severe  epidemics. 

I am  pleased  to  report  too,  that  the  efficacy  of  Whooping 
Cough  vaccine  is  proving  satisfactory  and  there  have  been  several 
instances  of  where  children  in  one  family  who  have  been  protected 
have  not  developed  the  disease,  whereas  their  brothers  and  sisters 
have. 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  being  carried  out  is  only 
about  30%  of  the  number  of  births  in  any  one  year.  Whereas 
Smallpox,  as  a major  disease  in  this  country,  has  been  stamped 
out,  it  is  always  likely  to  recur  in  epidemics,  and  also  if  people 
are  travelling  abroad  they  require  to  be  vaccinated.  If  vaccination 
is  carried  out  within  the  first  three  months  of  life,  it  is  a relatively 
minor  process,  but  if  it  has  to  be  done  in  adolescence  or  early  man- 
hood it  can  be  quite  a severe  operation.  Parents  are,  therefore, 
strongly  advised  to  have  their  infants  vaccinated  within  the  first 
three  to  four  months  of  life. 

Statistics 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Pre-school  children 

25 

(41) 

School  children 

17 

(113) 

42 

(154) 

Reinforcing  injections  ... 

... 

51 

(73) 

Whooping  Coogh  Irnmnnisation 


Pre-school  children  

14 

(12) 

School  children 

10 

(43) 

24 

(55) 

Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough) 

Pre-school  children  

119 

(127) 

School  children  

21 

(29) 

140 

(156) 

Primary  Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  

55 

(86) 

School  children  

3 

(11) 

Adults  

18 

(7) 

76 

(104) 

Re-Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  



(-) 

School  children 

1 

(5) 

Adults  

4 

(34) 

5 

(39 

Ambulance  and  Sitting  Case  Car  Transport 

An  ambulance  and  sitting  case  car  service  is  provided  for  the 
district  by  transport  based  at  Congleton,  Sand  bach  and  Alsager. 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  neighbouring  areas  for 
the  use  of  their  ambulances  in  case  of  emergency. 

Emergency  ambulances  can  be  obtained  at  all  times  by  tele- 
phoning Congleton  473,  day  and  night;  Sandbach  138  (day)  and 
389  (night);  Alsager  36  (day)  and  415  (night). 

The  demand  on  the  ambulance  and  sitting  case  car  transport 
has  risen  steadily  since  the  onset  of  the  scheme  in  1948,  and  shows 
no  sign  of  falling  off.  It  is  essential  that  all  concerned  should  use 
this  transport  economically  and  with  discretion. 

Because  of  the  increase  in  the  work,  the  Sandbach  Ambulance 
Committee  has  felt  it  necessary  to  take  on  another  full  time  driver. 

We  are  proud  of  the  fact  in  our  Division  that  we  operate  the 
ambulance  at  the  cheapest  rate  in  the  County,  and  every  endeavour 
at  the  same  time  is  made  to  give  a satisfactory  service. 


Domestic  Help  Service 

The  work  of  the  Home  Help  Service  has  remained  approxi- 
mately stationary.  There  is  no  doubt,  too,  that  much  more  could 
be  done  in  our  Rural  District  if  it  were  possible  to  obtain  Home 
Helps  as  easily  as  it  is  in  the  towns. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  help  people  in  their  own 
homes  so  that  they  may  be  kept  out  of  hospital,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  an  important  future  for  the  Home  Help 
Service. 


STATISTICS 


Home  Helps  employed  during  1954 


Full  time  

— 

(-) 

Temporary  

5 

(12) 

Casual  

7 

(5) 

12 

(17) 

Home  Helps  employed  at  3 1 st  December, 

1954 

Full  time  

— 

(-) 

Temporary  

6 

(4) 

Casual  

1 

(2) 

7 

(6) 

Applications  received  during  1954 

Confinement  

6 

(5) 

Sickness  

3 

(3) 

Tuberculosis  

— 

(— ) 

Aged  and  infirm  

2 

(3) 

11 

(11) 

Cases  attended  during  1 954 

Confinement 

4 

(6) 

Sickness  

2 

(2) 

Tuberculosis  

— 

(— ) 

Aged  and  infirm 

9 

(12) 

15 

(20) 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

1 am  indebted  to  Mr.  Delwyn  G.  Davies,  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board  for  the 
following  information  : — 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  in  the  Congleton  Rural  District 
during  the  year  has  been  satisfactory. 

The  quantity  of  water  available  for  supply  has  been 
augmented  by  a supply  from  the  Bearstone  Pumping  Station,  the 
9 inch  diameter  main  interconnecting  the  Bearstone  and  Mow  Cop 
systems  through  Alsager  being  completed  and  put  into  operation 
in  November.  The  bulk  supply  taken  from  the  Congleton 
Borough  was  increased  to  45  million  gallons,  and  a reduced 
quantity  was  supplied  from  the  Delamere  area.  The  quantity  of 
water  supplied  from  the  Mow  Cop  Pumping  Station  exceeded  120 
million  gallons. 

The  actual  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Rural  District  in 
1954  was  306  million  gallons,  of  which  158  million  gallons  were 
used  for  domestic  purposes.  From  the  information  available  the 
population  supplied  from  the  water  mains  is  13,000,  giving  an 
average  overall  daily  consumption  of  64.4  gallons  per  head  for  all 
purposes  and  33.2  gallons  per  head  for  domestic  use. 

Sewerage 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  R. 
O.  Birtwistle,  for  the  reports  on  Sewerage  and  Housing. 

The  Council’s  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  having  regard  for 
certain  difficulties,  have  given  reasonably  satisfactory  results  during 
the  period  under  review. 

Progress  has  been  made  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  scheme  to  deal  with  the  overloading  of  sewers  in 
Station  Road,  Scholar  Green,  is  in  hand. 

(2)  A new  sewage  works  has  been  built  for  Lawton  Heath 
End  in  the  Parish  of  Bechton,  in  an  improved  position. 
Sewers  have  been  constructed  including  a section 
beneath  the  railway.  The  old  works  have  been 
demolished. 

(3)  Progress  has  been  made  on  the  first  stage  of  the 
Goostrey  Sewerage  Scheme  and  construction  will 
shortly  commence.  This  will  deal  with  property  in 
Sandy  Lane,  Booth  Bed  Lane  and  Wood  Lane.  It  is 
hoped  to  put  in  hand  the  construction  of  the 
remainder  of  the  scheme  early  next  year. 

(4)  With  the  knowledge  of  considerable  works  extensions 
over  a long  period  of  years,  an  investigation  has  been 
made  into  the  effect  of  the  proposed  increase  of  trade 
effluent  from  a Pharmacological  Factory  in  Holmes 
Chapel,  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  with  them 


regarding  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  relief 
sewers  and  enlargements  to  sewage  works. 

(5)  Some  work  towards  the  detailed  Sewerage  Scheme  for 
Rode  Heath  was  undertaken,  but  further  progress  is 
now  uncertain  owing  to  this  part  of  the  Parish  of  Odd 
Rode  being  scheduled  by  the  Cheshire  Brine  Subsi- 
dence Compensation  Board  as  an  area  liable  to 
subside. 

Housing 

The  Council  maintained  its  positions,  both  for  the  total 
number  of  houses  completed,  and  for  the  number  of  houses  per 
1000  head  of  population,  in  comparison  with  the  other  nine  Rural 
Districts  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  the  actual  placings  being  5th 
and  3rd  respectively. 

The  Council  have  now  built  over  640  post  war  houses  and 
171  had  been  built  pre  war. 

The  distribution  of  these  in  the  various  parishes  is  shown  in 
the  following  table;  also  shown  is  the  number  of  houses  being 
built  or  about  to  commence  in  each  case. 

In  hand  or  due 


Parish 

Pre  1939 

Post  1939 

to  commence 

Arclid 

4 

— 

— 

Betchton 

12 

56 

8 flats 

Bradwall 

— 

8 

— 

Brereton 

14 

16 

4 

Church  Hulme 

10 

204 

25 

Church  Lawton 

6 

38 

13 

Cranage 

15 

12 

— 

Elton 

— 

2 

— 

Goostrey 

12 

36 

23 

Hassall 

2 

— 

— 

Hulme  Walfield 

4 

6 

— 

Moreton 

— 

11 

— 

Newbold  Astbury 

10 

25 

— 

Odd  Rode  ... 

28 

182 

44 

Smallwood 

22 

8 



Somerford  . . . 

10 

— 



Somerford  Booths 

6 

14 



Swettenham 

12 

4 



Tetton 

— 

8 

- 

Twemlow  ... 

4 

12 

— 

Totals 

171 

642 

117 

There  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  bungalows,  and  as 
a result  two  new  types  have  been  designed  to  suit  situations  where 
the  original  Old  People’s  Bungalow  did  not  lend  itself  to  the 
layout. 
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Deaths  — 1945  to  1954 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


During  the  year  there  have  been  five  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified,  three  Pulmonary  and  two  Non-Pulmonary,  which  is  the 
same  as  last  year.  There  have  also  been  two  deaths  due  to 
Tuberculosis. 

As  forecast  in  last  year’s  Report,  the  scheme  for  the  vaccina- 
tion of  School  children  with  B.C.G.  vaccine  to  protect  them 
against  Tuberculosis  was  inaugurated.  1 am  also  satisfied  with  the 
response  from  the  parents;  approximately  80%  gave  their  consent. 
About  50%  of  the  children  examined  and  tested  ultimately 
required  vaccination.  This  means  that  the  remaining  half  had 
already  had  Tuberculosis,  which  they  had  fortunately  successfully 
overcome.  It  is  almost  certain,  too,  that  these  children  had 
acquired  their  tuberculosis  through  drinking  infected  milk. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  milk  samples  are  collected  by 
the  County  Council  Milk  Sampling  Officers  from  all  farms  where 
undesignated  milk  is  produced.  During  the  year  1954,  there  were 
22  cases  where  milk  produced  was  found  on  examination  to  contain 
tuberculous  organisms.  Fortunately,  in  all  these  cases,  the  milk 
was  being  collected  for  pasteurisation  at  dairies  in  Manchester  and 
Stockport.  But  the  farmer  himself  and  may  be  some  of  his  work- 
men and  neighbours  would  probably  drink  this  milk  raw  and 
untreated.  There  was  one  instance  where  a notification  of  a child 
suffering  from  Tuberculous  Glands  was  received  at  the  same  time 
as  the  milk  produced  by  his  father  was  found  to  contain  Tubercu- 
losis organisms. 

Production  of  T.T.  Milk  is  an  urgent  Public  Health  necessity 
and  in  my  view,  more  financial  assistance  should  be  given  to  those 
farmers  who  find  it  difficult  to  make  the  change.  It  has  been 
found,  too,  that  the  yield  of  milk  from  T.T.  cattle  is  higher  than 
from  those  that  re-act. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  in  the 
district  and  their  age  distribution  is  as  follows  : — 


Up  to 

1 year  1-5 

5-15  15-25  25-35  35-45  45-55  55-65 

65  & 
over 

Total 

Male  Pulmonary  ...  — 1 

— 

1 

5 

4 

2 

3 

5 

21 

Female  Pulmonary  ...  1 — 

1 

3 

4 

3 

1 

— 

— 

13 

Male  Non-Pulmonary  ... 

3 

9 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

15 

Female  Non-Pulmonary 

6 

5 

3 

2 

4 

1 

— 

21 

The  following  sections  of  this  report  cover  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  and  have  been  compiled  by  Mr.  P. 
Kirkham,  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Cleansing 

The  Council  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse  throughout 
the  district.  The  service  has  operated  smoothly  with  a minimum  of 
complaints.  Most  premises  are  serviced  weekly.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  carried  out  364  visits  to  teams  at  work  in  the 
district,  to  garages  and  refuse  tips,  etc.  Pail  closets  throughout  the 
area  are  emptied  weekly  by  the  Council’s  Karrier  Cesspool  Emptier. 

The  Council  operates  four  refuse  collecting  vehicles,  each  with 
a team  of  a driver  and  two  loaders.  There  is  one  spare  vehicle. 

The  following  statistics  are  given  relating  to  the  vehicles  : — 


No. 

Make 

Duty 

Mileage 

Petrol 

PMB 

601 

Karrier 

Refuse  collection 

8908 

1416 

PMB 

602 

Karrier 

Refuse  collection 

4724 

1122 

PMB 

603 

Karrier 

Refuse  collection 

5346 

819 

PMB 

604 

Karrier 

Nightsoil  & SepticTanks 

11995 

1732 

KMA 

128 

Fordson 

Refuse  collection 

6365 

11251 

Drainage  of  water  carriage  system  houses  throughout  the  area 
in  the  absence  of  a sewer  is  to  septic  tanks  of  various  forms  which 
are  serviced  by  the  Cesspool  Emptier.  Work  done  during  the  year 
is  as  follows  : — 

208  loads  were  removed  from  101  visits  to  such  tanks  at 
private  houses  at  a charge  of  £1  per  load. 

69  loads  at  a charge  of  £2  per  load  were  removed  on  18 
occasions  from  industrial  installations. 

5 loads  from  4 tanks  at  houses  outside  the  Council’s  area 
at  £1-10-0  per  load. 

In  addition,  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptier  services  the  instal- 
lations at  Council  housing  sites  and  287  loads  were  taken 
on  69  occasions  from  23  such  small  works. 

Work  on  the  new  depot  at  Arclid  was  nearing  completion  at 
the  end  of  1954  and  next  year  should  see  all  the  scavenging 
vehicles  based  at  this  central  point  of  the  district. 

A start  has  been  made  in  composting  night  soil  but  the 
drainage  of  the  site  chosen  at  Odd  Rode  Works  proved  very  diffi- 
cult. Nevertheless  it  is  hoped  that  some  progress  in  this  method 
of  disposal  has  been  made.  Disposal  generally  of  night  soil  and 
septic  tank  contents  is  a source  of  anxiety. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  various  tips  throughout  the  area. 
One  at  Rode  Heath  is  owned  by  the  Council  and  the  others  are 
owned  privately  and  are  being  filled  by  request  or  arrangement. 
Considerable  nuisance  occurred  at  two  of  the  tips  from  heavy 
infestation  of  crickets.  The  tips  are  being  treated  with  a suitable 
tip  powder.  Routine  treatment  is  carried  out  for  rodents  by  the 
Council’s  operator  and  no  serious  infestation  occurred. 


Food  and  Food  Premises 


164  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  as  follows  : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Butchers  36 

Cafes  24 

Dairies 29 

Ice  Cream  12 

Public  Houses 3 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  9 


8 premises  were  found  to  require  action  to  remedy  unsatis- 
factory conditions.  In  each,  informal  action  has  effected  an 
improvement  and  no  legal  action  has  been  found  necessary.. 

17  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one 
small  factory  is  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  by 
the  complete  cold  mix  method.  Of  1 1 samples  taken,  7 were 
placed  in  Grade  1,  1 in  Grade  2,  and  3 in  Grade  3. 

There  are  seven  other  miscellaneous  registrations  under  Section 
14(l)(b)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 


The  following  articles  of  canned  food  were  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  and  were  surrendered  : — 


Fish 

Vegetables 

Meat 

Fruit 

Milk 

Soup 

Jam 


7 tins 
59  tins 
25  tins 

133  tins 
10  tins 

8 tins 
1 tin 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Applications  were  received  to  re-open  four  private  slaughter- 
houses upon  meat  becoming  de-controlled.  The  Council  refused 
two  of  the  applications  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability  of  the 
premises. 

One  of  these  was  the  subject  of  an  appeal  which  was  with- 
drawn just  before  it  was  due  to  be  heard  at  the  Court. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  licenced  were  brought  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard  of  fitness  bearing  in  mind  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  ultimately  pursue  a policy  of  modified 
concentration.  Both  premises  are  attached  to  retail  shops  and  the 
slaughtering  carried  out  is  for  the  retail  trade  of  the  shops  only. 

86  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouses  since  Jul>.  38 
cows,  38  heifers,  7 bullocks,  1 calf,  180  sheep  and  29  pigs  were 
inspected.  A total  weight  of  9 cwts,  1 qtr.  3 lbs.  of  meat  and 
offals  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  food. 


All  animals  slaughtered  have  been  inspected  and  the  butchers 
have  proved  very  co-operative  in  both  notification  of  slaughter  and 
retention  of  the  carcases  and  offals  for  inspection.  Condemned 
meat  is  voluntarily  coloured  green  and  disposed  of  to  suitable 
contractors  or  by  burial. 

As  no  assistant  inspector  is  employed,  an  inspector  from  one 
or  other  of  the  neighbouring  authorities  acts  as  relief  by  a mutual 
arrangement  between  Councils  to  ensure  100%  inspection  in  my 
absence. 

Slaughter  of  animals  on  unlicenced  premises  was  discovered  to 
be  taking  place  and  the  Council,  on  stopping  this  practice,  issued 
a strong  warning  to  the  offender.  A general  complaint  was  made 
by  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  absence  of  casualty  slaughter  facilities 
in  the  area  but  investigation  shows  the  situation  not  to  be  serious. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933 

6 licences  were  issued  to  persons  residing  in  the  area  to 
slaughter  animals  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 


Milk  Regulations  1949 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licences  issued  during 
the  year : — 

Dealers 


Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Tuberculin  Tested 


6 

4 

6 


Supplementary 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Tuberculin  Tested 


7 

4 

7 


6 samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  1 Tuberculin  Tested  were 
taken  and  found  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  regulations. 

Several  dealers  were  found  to  be  selling  designated  milks  with- 
out a licence.  The  necessary  applications  were  made  upon 
approach  and  after  investigation  the  licences  were  issued. 

2 samples  of  undesignated  milk  were  also  taken  and  tested 
for  tuberculous  bacilli.  The  results  proved  negative. 

Notification  was  received  during  the  year  from  the  County 
Council  of  19  cases  of  samples  of  milk  having  been  taken  from 
herds  in  the  area  and  found  tuberculous.  In  each  case  the  place 
to  which  the  milk  is  consigned  was  ascertained.  In  only  one 
instance  was  all  the  milk  found  not  to  be  despatched  to  dairies 
carrying  out  heat  treatment.  An  arrangernent  was  made  in  this 
case  for  an  alternative  supply  of  milk  until  the  tuberculous  cow 
was  found  and  removed  from  the  herd. 


Factories  and  Workplaces 

The  following  tables  give  information  as  to  the  number  of 
registered  factories  and  number  of  inspections  made : — 

INSPECTIONS 

No.  on  Number  of  Number  of 
Premises  Register  Inspections  Written 

Notices 

(1)  Factories  in  which  sections  1, 

2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authority  8 4 — 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  41  20  - — 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers’  premises)  ...  1 1 — 

Total  ...  50  25  — 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Referred  by 

Found  Remedied  H.M.  Insp. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  1 1 — 

Visits  were  made  to  two  houses  notified  as  being  used  by  out- 
workers. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 

Summary  of  Visits 

Animals,  keeping  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Closet  Pails  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage,  including  septic  tanks,  etc 293 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Factory,  with  Mechanical  Power  ...  ...  ...  20 

Factory,  without  Mechanical  Power  4 

Factory,  outworkers  ...  2 

Food  Premises,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Food  Premises,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Premises,  Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Food  Premises,  Cafe  and  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  24 

Food  Premises,  Dairy  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Food  Premises,  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  Premises,  Hotels  and  Public  Houses  3 

Food  Premises,  Slaughtering  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Food  Premises,  Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  11 

Food  Premises,  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Housing,  General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  596 

Housing,  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing,  Council  House  Applications  ...  ...  51 

Housing,  Rural  House  Survey  ...  ...  7 


Housing,  Housing  Act,  1949.  Improvement  Grants  ...  129 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  22 

Infectious  Disease,  Food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  3 

Infectious  Disease,  Disinfection  ...  15 

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ’ jg 

Insect  Pests,  Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Nuisance,  General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Nuisance,  Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’ ’ 15 

Rodent  Control  ...  40 

Scavenging  150 

Scavenging,  Tips  60 

Scavenging,  Teams  at  work  67 

Scavenging,  Garages  67 

Shops  Act  1 

Slaughterman’s  Licences  8 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  31 

Water  Supply  16 

Workplaces,  Offices,  Farms,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  46 


Total  ...  2174 


Number  of  Complaints  received  and  investigated  ...  73 


Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  147 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  112 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  8 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  10 


Conversions 

Conversions  in  the  Odd  Rode  Parish  from  Conservancy  to 
water  carriage  were  completed  apart  from  the  Woodcock  Wells 
School  and  this  work  will  be  done  in  1955. 

8 Statutory  Notices  under  Section  47  were  complied  with. 

Water  Supply 

12  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  wells,  springs  and  other  sources  of  supply  which  are  used 
for  domestic  purposes. 

7 samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  the  remainder 
polluted.  Domestic  users  were  advised  to  boil  the  water  before  use 
and  the  owners  were  advised  as  to  improving  the  quality  by  cleans- 
ing of  the  wells  and  repairs,  and  the  question  of  connection  to  the 
mains  supply  pursued  wherever  possible. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council  has  no  licenced  camping  site.  New  caravans 
arriving  in  the  area  are  visited  and  the  hygiene  and  sanitation 
investigated.  2 licences  for  temporary  occupation  were  issued. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  employ  a full  time  Rodent  Operator  and  supply 
him  with  a small  van.  The  latest  advocated  methods  of  treatment 


are  used,  and  the  service  has  been  very  successful. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  work  : — 

No.  Treated  No.  of  Visits 


Dwelling  Houses  ... 

35 

127 

Local  Authority  premises 

23 

366 

Business  premises 

16 

340 

Farms 

56 

1148 

Total  ... 

130 

1981 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts  1928-1936 

Licenced  premises  are  visited  periodically  and  the  following 
particulars  are  given  of  the  number  of  such  premises  in  the  area  : — 

Number  of  Licences  renewed  in  1954  ...  58 

Number  of  new  Licences  issued  ...  1 


Housing 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 
1 954,  housing  has  taken  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  Inspector’s 
time. 

A survey  of  sub-standard  properties  has  commenced  with  a 
view  to  making  the  return  to  the  Ministry  of  the  number  of  houses 
which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  v/hich  will  be  replaced 
or  action  taken  to  secure  renovation  in  the  ensuing  five  years. 

Until  this  survey  is  completed  and  a detailed  programme 
arranged,  the  Council  continue  to  allot  an  increasing  proportion  of 
new  houses  to  the  occupiers  of  unfit  old  properties.  Action  is 
then  taken  to  secure  either  a demolition  order,  closing  order  or  an 
undertaking  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  until  it  is  rendered 
fit  for  that  purpose. 

Where  the  Council  are  not  in  a position  to  offer  alternative 
accommodation,  owners  have  often  readily  given  an  undertaking 
not  to  re-let  should  the  house  become  vacant.  Such  cases  should 
receive  the  earliest  consideration  for  re-housing  to  avoid  continuing 
hardship. 

The  following  are  details  of  this  work  done  during  the  year  : — 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses 
Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act  1936) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  Number  of  persons  displaced 
Unfit  houses  Other  houses 

Nil  Nil 


Nil 


Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas 


Demolition  and  Closing  Orders 

(1)  Housing  Act  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal 

or  informal  procedure  under  Section  11 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under- 

taking given  by  the  owners  under 
Section  1 1 and  still  in  force 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  ... 

(2)  Housing  Act  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3 (1) 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Clos- 

ing Orders  substituted  under  Section 
^ 3 (2)  

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (a)  ... 

Repairs 

(4)  Informal  Action 

Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered 
fit  as  a result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(5)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners 

(6)  Housing  Act  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  (Section  9,  10,  11  and  16) 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  

Certificates  of  Dis-repair 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  there  was 
little  evidence  of  increases  of  rent  having  been  imposed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  new  Act. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  continued  to  pursue  an  active  policy  in  encourag- 
ing application  for  Improvement  Grants. 

Applications  were  received  in  respect  of  22  houses  and  all  but 
one  were  approved.  Progress  in  respect  of  carrying  out  the  works 
was  slow  and  only  five  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  total 
amount  of  grants  approved  during  the  year  was  £4476-18-3. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  applications  originate  from 
owner/occu piers  and  not  from  landlords.  The  idea  has  still 
apparently  to  be  “ sold  ” to  the  property  owner  that  it  is  in  every 
way  a sound  financial  proposition  to  have  an  Improvement  Grant 
for  his  rented  houses. 


Number  of 
Houses  Persons 
Displaced 

1 3 

14  31 

2 6 

2 3 

48  — 

9 — 
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Wright’s,  Sandbach,  Cheshire 


